Dental care for children under general anaesthesia by private dental practitioners in New Zealand.
An overall reduction of approximately one-third in the availability of private dental care under general anaesthesia in New Zealand has occurred in the past 5 years. Private dentists providing dental care under general anaesthesia are disproportionately located in Auckland. Specialist anaesthetists or general medical practitioners are used to provide almost all the general anaesthetics; approximately half the dentists providing this service continue to use their dental surgeries for the procedure. Private dentists provide approximately one-third of the dental care under general anaesthesia for children each month in New Zealand, but utilise a greater number of sessions per month than the public-sector hospitals. Fees associated with dental care under general anaesthesia for children provided by private dentists are predominantly privately funded. Barriers to dental care for children provided by private dentists are primarily cost, difficulties for the dentists and anaesthetists to fit a general anaesthetic session into the practising day, and difficulties providing care for children under 3 years of age and for those with medical problems and disabilities.